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   Today's edition will be brief, but provide “food for thought” for an upcoming edition.
Little if anything has been written about one of the provisions of the Affordable Care Act – the Independent Payment Advisory Board, at least not properly. You might have heard plenty about the Death Panel though because that's what Republicans have hammered it as since day one of Obamacare.
   The Independent Payment Advisory Board has a nice ring to it when you consider the following:
· The Florida ophthalmologist billed Medicare for $21 million in 2012 (he's now under criminal indictment);
· Medicare paid out $610 million to 100 doctors;
· Just 2 percent of the Medicare doctors were paid $15 billion;
· An excessive use of stents in elderly patients with heart issues; and
· Elderly patients prescribed multiple medicines (sometimes as many as four) for high blood pressure leading to light headedness and falls just chasing numbers/readings suitable for younger patients.
   Yes, a lot of money is paid to doctors for health care, but just how much is necessary?
   The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
